
COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF AUGUST 20, 2019 
 
The Work Session of August 20, 2019 was called to order at 4:05 p.m. and the open public 
notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance were 
Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko and Commissioner Moscatelli, the Borough 
Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 
 
The Administrator opened the public comment portion of the meeting.   
 
Marianne and Steve Springer, Concord Drive, joined the meeting to discuss the issues 
with the June 19-20 storm.  Mr. Springer began by asking how the recent failed projects 
for stormwater drainage on Concord Drive and the failed 65 Oak Ridge Drive grading by 
Remington & Vernick (R&V) would factor into the decision to be made regarding recent 
Requests for Proposal (RFP) for Municipal Engineering Services.  He then talked about the 
issues on Pennbrook Drive, behind 65 Oak Ridge Drive, which had approximately $25,000 
to $30,000 in damage from the water and debris from the poor grading at 65 Oak Ridge 
Drive.  Mayor Rochford stated that he was not aware of this specific issue and asked if 
the homeowners had come to borough hall, or contacted the borough after the storm.  
Commissioners Kasko asked if this was new construction at 65 Oak Ridge Drive.  Mr. 
Springer replied that it was new construction.  To which Mayor Rochford noted that we 
would need to find out the approval process that was followed there before making any 
comments.  Additionally, we would have to see if this was done before the recent 
ordinance changes regarding grading and as-built requirements.  The Mayor noted 
Concord Drive is an ongoing issue to figure out what happened and all the data for that 
site is needed before any decisions can be made.  He acknowledged that R&V is a 
candidate for the recent RFP for Municipal Engineering services and stated that there 
are many criteria for that appointment.  Mr. Springer stated that as a resident of Concord 
Drive since 2002 this flooding from the June 19-20 storm was the worst in 20 years.  He then 
talked about the plastic grate cover that was used, and commented that R&V had 
indicated at one point that those covers where not plastic.  Commissioner Marshall noted 
that if there hadn‘t been any stormwater management there the issues would have been 
even greater.  At the time they were installed they were an industry standard.  He stated 
that R&V is looking into what the current industry standards are.  Mr. Springer stated that 
grate covers made of steel would have been better.  He further noted that he and other 
residents wanted to ensure that the Commissioners were looking at all of the candidates 
equally.  He also asked if the review being done by Princeton Hydro would be completed 
before the Commissioners made a decision on the RFP award.  Commissioner Kasko 
replied that it may be possible to have that report prior to a decision, but there was not 
a specific date as to when the decision for the Municipal Engineer would be made.  Mrs. 
Springer stated that she would not feel comfortable if R&V were to be named the 
Borough Engineer.  Commissioner Marshall replied that the Borough was looking into it, 
but it just takes time.  Ms. Springer suggested asking these other companies about this 
scenario when the Commissioners meeting with them.  Mr. Springer then discussed 
questions that came up at the recent meeting with R&V and the flood affected residents 
and asked what work has R&V done to prepare the town for worse and worse weather 
events.  Mayor Rochford noted that you have to balance these things against budgetary 
limitations as well.  We have to find the right system to fit most storms that occur.  
Commissioner Kasko stated that R&V does give us heads up on issues, but we also advise 



them on what we want to accomplish.  Previously there may not been as much attention 
towards stormwater, but that has changed in these last few terms.  Ms. Springer stated 
that she is now concerned that the water is just going to get higher and higher with every 
storm storms.  Mr. Springer stated he wants to get a solution that works.  Ms. Spring finished 
by asking when a decision would be made about the engineering services.  The Borough 
Administrator replied that a decision would be made by the end of September.  The 
Springers left the meeting at 4:30 p.m. 
 
The first agenda item discussed was the possibility of creating a policy and procedure for 
the use of Crows Woods facility.  The Borough administrator reviewed the issues that arose 
from two entities wanting the use the building this summer at the same time, both for 
organizations making a profit on their events.  The Commissioners were asked if they 
wanted to get a policy put in place.   She also asked if the Commissioners wanted to 
address what would happen when there is a fee involved.  Commissioner Kasko 
suggested getting the school’s policy as a reference.  The Administrator noted that 
consideration for insurance issues should be addressed as well.  She also asked if there 
should be limits on how each area could be used, i.e. there are currently a couple of 
people using Centennial Field for golf practice which could damage the field. The 
Commissioners agreed to look at having something put together for field and building 
use. 
 
The current opening for the Municipal Alliance (HMA) Chairperson position was 
discussed.  Commissioner Kasko, as the Borough’s liaison to that Commissioner stated that 
he had recently spoken with Melissa Wheatcroft, a member of HMA and he suggested 
appointing her as the new Chairperson.  The Commissioners agreed to add this to a future 
meeting agenda in September. 
 
The Administrator then reviewed a request from the Community Development Office to 
set a fee for overgrown yards and explained that this would be for a court fine rather 
than going straight to court for first offense.  However, a second offense would be a 
mandatory court appearance.   Mayor Rochford stated that he feels the borough is 
“spinning its wheels” on these issues and asked how we could move forward with getting 
some of these abandoned homes dealt with.  The Administrator referenced the vacant 
property ordinance that was adopted and pointed out that the first five houses on the 
list have almost all been sold, but the Commissioners now need to pick another set of five 
homes to deal with.  The Mayor also commented on the frustrations of neighbors when a 
developer is working on a property and leaves the yard in a deplorable condition until 
all the other work on the site has been completed.  They should be required to keep 
things better during construction.  The Commissioners agreed to set up the high grass 
complaint through the court as required and to use a fee of $85. 
 
Next, the Administrator talked about issues with kids not wearing their helmets when riding 
bicycles.  Right now Police Officers can write a ticket for this and the parents have to 
take their child to court and the fine is $35.  She asked if a local ordinance could be 
adopted for “reckless bike riding.”  The Borough Solicitor stated that he would have to 
look into doing something like this; there are issues with defining reckless though.  The 
Administrator stated that the Police Department is working on things that will deal with 
the helmet issue. 



 
The Administrator advised the Commissioners that New Jersey American Water (NJAW) 
has reached out to talk about the water tank on Cottage Avenue.   NJAW wants to 
demolish the tank and they are interested in installing a cell town in its place.  As part of 
the agreement of sale the Borough is still receiving the current cell tower fees that are on 
top of the water tank.  NJAW has talked to the cell carriers, and they are interested in 
installing a cell tower at that site as well.    The Commissioners were asked if they would 
be interested in taking back this property and allowing the cell carriers to install a tower.  
Commissioner Kasko asked if the neighbors in the area were aware of the request.  
Concerns were also raised about removing the tower.  It was agreed that the 
Administrator would find out from NJAW about what the current maintenance costs were 
for the tower.  The Solicitor asked if there was somewhere less residential to put a cell 
tower.  It was agreed that additional information was needed for future discussion.  
 
A letter received from the property manager for Tarditi Commons was reviewed 
regarding parking permits for that property.  The Administrator stated that there are more 
cars for that property than spaces available.  She also noted that when the facility was 
originally built there was an agreement that residents could park their cars in a former 
commissioner’s business parking lot.  Later, residents complained about the distance and 
that the walking path provided was not maintained.  Additionally, they felt that it was 
dangerous walking back and forth between the Commons and that lot after dark.  This 
original arrangement had been made to ensure they had sufficient parking without using 
the street.  She then reviewed a police study that was done in June 2018 showing that 
they found the same cars parked on the street there no matter what time of day it was 
and noted that this study was done when there were no sports games at Centennial 
Field.  Currently there is a parking permit program allowing up to seven vehicles to obtain 
permits to park in the street between the hours of 4:00 p.m. to 2:00 a.m., which is not in 
our ordinances.  The Administrator suggested expanding the time to start at 2:30 p.m.  
She also noted that there is a grassy area on the Tarditi Commons site that could be 
converted to additional parking, but the property owner is not willing to do so.  The 
Commissioners agreed to not make any changes to the program at this time, other than 
to add it into the appropriate ordinance. 
 
The Administrator reminded the Commissioners that they discussed a request for banning 
single use plastic bags in town.  At that time she sent that request to the Environmental 
Commission/Sustainable Haddonfield group, who also reviewed several recent 
ordinances passed by local towns relating to bags, straws, etc.  They also reviewed how 
to implement such bans.  The group has informed her that they believe that the 
ordinance adopted by Stone Harbor is a good model ordinance.  It is suggested that 
implementation should be conducted through public education and discussion forum 
meetings to inform the public on the benefits of the ban, discuss an implementation plan, 
as well as timing, steps to be taken, etc.  If the Commissioners wish to move forward with 
such a plan the Administrator recommended that a joint committee of the 
Environmental/Sustainable Haddonfield and the Partnership for Haddonfield (PfH) be 
formed.  This group would be in charge of determining the specific of the implementation 
process, as well as carrying it out.  Commission Kasko stated that he had not been able 
to discuss the idea with PfH as yet, although, he likes the idea of a sub-committee from 
the two groups to discuss the issue.  Commissioner Marshall stated that he would lean 



towards what the businesses wanted to do.  The Commissioners agreed to wait until the 
topic was discussed by PfH. 
 
The Administrator then advised the Commissioners that there is a building on Mechanic 
Street where half of the building is in the D3 Zone and half in the D2 Zone.  The 
Commissioners agreed that this would be corrected, and zoned in on district only, in the 
next zoning ordinance done. 
 
The K. Hovnanian development plan (KHOV) for the Bancroft site was reviewed in detail 
by Commissioner Marshall.  It was noted that this plan was also turned down by the HERD 
lawsuit group, which are the ones who presented the plan to the Borough.  After a brief 
discussion on that plan, Commissioner Marshall commented that going forward we 
should be sure that the residents understand the continued debt service, deterioration of 
Lullworth Hall, as well as other issues with the buildings on site.  It was noted that there 
could be a new financial PILOT to introduce in the near future.  The Commissioners 
agreed that the KHOV plan is dead and that they are open to another plan, however, in 
the meantime they are moving forward with the original town homes. 
 
The August 20th 7:30 p.m. meeting agenda was then reviewed.  The Administrator advised 
that the Antique Car Show would need to be on the highway due to the high number of 
vehicle expected to be registered for the event.   
 
The September 10th meeting draft agenda was then referenced as being available for 
review. 
 
Commissioner Kasko stated that there was nothing from PfH as there has not been a 
recent meeting. 
 
Mayor Rochford made a motion to go into closed session at 5:43 p.m. to discuss a 
settlement option on the HERD lawsuit regarding the amendments to the Bancroft 
Redevelopment Plan.  Commissioner Kasko seconded the motion, which was then 
approved unanimously. 
 
The Commissioners returned from closed session at 6:12 p.m., where the motion had 
included adjourning the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Deanna Bennett, RMC 
Borough Clerk 


